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Abstract Solar radio bursts are often early indicators of space weather events such as coro-
nal mass ejections (CMEs). In this study, we determined the properties of a sample of 40
high-starting-frequency (≥ 150 MHz) type II radio bursts and the characteristics of the as-
sociated CMEs such as width, location and speed during 2010–2016. The high starting fre-
quency implies shock formation closer to the solar surface, which has important ramifica-
tions for the analysis of particle acceleration near the Sun. We found the CME heliocentric
distances at the onset time of metric type II bursts range from 1.16 to 1.90 solar radii (Rs).
The study was also extended to 128 metric type II bursts to include lower-starting-frequency
events for further analysis. The projected CME heights range from 1.15 to 2.85 Rs. The
lower starting frequency correspond to shocks forming at larger heights. A weak correla-
tion was found between the type-II starting frequency and CME heights, which is consistent
with the density decline in the inner corona. The analysis confirmed a good correlation be-
tween the drift rate and the starting frequency of type II bursts (correlation coefficient ∼ 0.8).
Taking into account the radial variation of CMEs speeds from the inner corona to the inter-
planetary medium, we observed the deviations from the universal drift-rate spectrum of type
II bursts and confirmed the previous results relating type II bursts to CMEs.

Keywords Type II radio bursts · Coronal Mass Ejections · Shocks

1. Introduction

Type II radio bursts are slow-drifting and long-lasting radio emission produced by nonther-
mal electrons accelerated at shocks propagating through the solar corona and interplane-
tary medium (Nelson and Melrose, 1985; Mann, Classen, and Aurass, 1995; Zlotnik et al.,
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1998; Gopalswamy, 2000; Cliver et al., 2004; Schmidt, Cairns, and Lobzin, 2014). The
accelerated electrons generate Langmuir waves, which get converted into electromagnetic
radiation by the plasma emission mechanism first identified by Ginzburg and Zheleznyakov
(1958). Currently, there is a common understanding that type II radio bursts are produced
by shocks formed ahead of Coronal Mass Ejections (CMEs) moving with super-Alfvénic
speeds (Gopalswamy et al., 2001a, 2009a). The CME height at the time of the type II burst
onset indicates the height at which the CME becomes super-Alfvénic to drive a fast mode
magneto-hydrodynamic (MHD) shock (Gopalswamy et al., 2013). More research studies on
the comparison between type II bursts and CMEs became possible at the beginning of So-
lar Cycle 23, when CMEs could be observed using the Solar and Heliospheric Observatory
(SOHO) mission.

Cliver et al. (2004) found that the leading edge of the 1997 November 6 CME was at
1.3 Rs at the time of the associated type II onset. Gopalswamy et al. (2009a) found an
average CME height ∼ 1.5 Rs using Solar Terrestrial Relations Observatory (STEREO)
CMEs and ∼ 2.2 Rs using SOHO CMEs at the onset of metric type II bursts. The projection
effects were minimal as the type II burst originated from close to the limb. Gopalswamy
et al. (2012, 2013) showed that the 2010 June 13 type II burst occurred precisely when
the shock appeared in the Extreme Ultraviolet (EUV) images obtained by the Atmospheric
Imaging Assembly (AIA, Lemen et al. (2012)) on board the Solar Dynamics Observatory
(SDO). They found that the shock heights obtained were smaller than the ones obtained from
Gopalswamy et al. (2009a) using Coronagraph 1 (COR1) data. Gopalswamy et al. (2013)
analyzed 32 metric type II bursts in conjunction with the STEREO EUV and coronagraphic
observations to minimize the projection effects and significant extrapolation. They found
that the shock noses were located in the heliocentric distance range from 1.20 to 1.93 Rs.

The CME shock height at the type II onset can be measured in two different ways de-
pending on the source location. The leading edge method can be used for limb events and the
wave diameter method is applicable when the CME eruption occurs on the disk. More details
on the measurement of CME shock heights can be found in Gopalswamy et al. (2013).

One of the important physical parameters of type II bursts is the drift rate, which is the
rate at which the emission frequency changes with time. Previous studies established a uni-
versal relationship between the drift rate of type II bursts and the frequency of emission
(Vršnak et al., 2001; Aguilar-Rodriguez et al., 2005; Gopalswamy, 2006a). They made a
log-log scale scatter plot of the drift rate (�f

�t
) and the emission frequency (f). The first set

consisted of type II bursts observed by Radio and Plasma Wave experiment on board Wind
spacecraft (WIND/WAVES, Bougeret et al., 1995) and International Sun-Earth Explorer-3
(ISEE-3) (Lengyel-Frey and Stone, 1989) in various spectral domains and the second data
set of metric-to-kilometric (m-to-km) events from Gopalswamy et al. (2005). By combin-
ing the two data sets with metric type II data from Mann et al. (1996), they found that at
higher frequencies the bursts have larger drift rates and the relation was applicable from
m to km domains. Hence, they got a power-law relationship of the form �f

�t
∼ f ε where

the power-law index ε ∼ 2. The analysis made by Aguilar-Rodriguez et al. (2005) shows
that ε increases from m (ε ∼ 1.4) to km (ε ∼ 2.3) domains, respectively. One can infer that
the variation is due to the changing shock speed. Close to the Sun (m domain) most CMEs
are likely to be accelerating, while they are decelerating in the interplanetary (IP) medium.
However, for purely km type IIs, the CMEs may be accelerating far into the IP medium
(Gopalswamy et al., 2004). But generally, it is known that CMEs and shocks decrease in
speed between the Sun and 1 AU (Gopalswamy, 2000) because of the drag force of the am-
bient medium acting on the CMEs (Gopalswamy et al., 2001b; Vršnak et al., 2001). The
CME shock speed increases with increase of the drift rate (�f

�t
) with the power law index
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(ε). In contrast, it decreases with emission frequency due to local plasma density. From the
CME shock speed relation derived in Gopalswamy et al. (2013), we see that the shock speed
decreases with heliocentric distance.

In this study, 128 type II bursts are analyzed, with a special emphasis on the 40 high-
frequency bursts to check the drift–frequency relationship. Previous studies considered
events with lower starting frequencies (< 14 MHz), and upper starting frequency in metric
domain ∼ 140 MHz. Here we investigate type II bursts with starting frequency ≥ 150 MHz
to check whether the universal drift rate–frequency relationship extends to high frequencies.

This paper is organized as follows: Section 2 describes the type II radio data and
CME height–time measurements from the Large Angle and Spectrometric Coronagraphs
(LASCO) and STEREO/COR1 and EUVI instruments. Several limb events in STEREO
view were observed as disk events by SDO/AIA, which were used for confirmation of the
STEREO measurements. The data processing methods are also discussed in this section.
In Section 3, we present the drift–frequency characteristics of all analyzed type II bursts in
comparison with those at high frequencies. This section also discusses CME evolution in
space and time. For method verification, the analyzed data are compared with previously
published data. Section 4 provides a summary and conclusions of the study.

2. Data and methods

The metric type II bursts considered in this study occurred during the period from 2010 to
2016, in the weakly active Solar Cycle 24. We checked the occurrence of type II burst as re-
ported on the website of the Space Weather Prediction Center (ftp://ftp.ngdc.noaa.gov/STP/
swpc_products/daily_reports/solar_event_reports/) and considered those which are having
spectral data obtained by different ground-based radio spectrographs. We obtained the fre-
quency range and their corresponding time directly using an online tool for measurement
via https://cdaw.gsfc.nasa.gov/meetings/2017_mekelle/00_all_type2.html. For each type II
burst, we identified the associated CME from STEREO and SOHO instruments that image in
the corona in EUV and/or white light. By combining coronagraph and EUV images, we were
able to track all CME sources to the solar surface. CME properties were obtained from the
SOHO/LASCO CME catalog (Yashiro et al., 2004; Gopalswamy et al., 2009b) available on-
line at: http://cdaw.gsfc.nasa.gov/. Figure 1 shows an example of a high-starting-frequency
type II burst observed by the Green Bank Solar Radio Bursts (GBSRB) spectrometer and its
associated CME observed by STEREO-B/EUVI instruments.

It is known that the drift rate of metric type II radio bursts is related to the speed of
the underlying shocks and the density gradient in the solar corona (see, e.g., Gopalswamy,
2011). Therefore, the drift rate �f

�t
= f 2−f 1

t2−t1 (where f2 is the type II starting frequency,
f1 is the ending frequency. t2 and t1 are the corresponding times, respectively) at a given
frequency is related to the velocity (V ) of the source (Mann and Klassen, 2005; Aguilar-
Rodriguez et al., 2005; Gopalswamy, 2006a) as follows:

V [km/s] = −2r

α

1

f [MHz]
� f [MHz]

� t[s] . (1)

Here r is the shock height expressed in solar radii, Rs = 696 000 km and α is the exponent
describing density (n) variation over the radial distance (n ∼ r−α).

For the burst in Figure 1, the fundamental starting frequency of the type II burst in
the dynamic spectrum was 420 MHz (f2) at 17:35:00 UT (t2). The ending frequency was

ftp://ftp.ngdc.noaa.gov/STP/swpc_products/daily_reports/solar_event_reports/
ftp://ftp.ngdc.noaa.gov/STP/swpc_products/daily_reports/solar_event_reports/
https://cdaw.gsfc.nasa.gov/meetings/2017_mekelle/00_all_type2.html
http://cdaw.gsfc.nasa.gov/
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Figure 1 (a) A high-starting-frequency type II burst. The dynamic spectrum was obtained by the Green Bank
Solar Radio Burst Spectrometer (GBSRBS). The fundamental starting frequency was 420 MHz at 17:35:00
UT. The high starting frequency implies the radio source closer to the solar surface, hence the associated
CME originating in the lower corona. (b) STEREO-B/EUVI 195 Å difference image shown by white arrow.
The time of the image in (b) is close to the starting time of the type II burst. STEREO-B was located at E94
at the time of the eruption.

60 MHz (f1) at 17:40:30 UT (t1). According to Equation 1, the corresponding drift rate is
−1.09 MHz/sec. The event was associated with a flare, which occurred at N20E04 on the
solar disk (see Cho et al., 2013, for details). The associated CME was at N20W90 in the
STEREO-B EUVI field of view (FOV). The CME-driven shock was observed in EUV 64
seconds after the appearance of type II burst corresponding to a height of 1.22 Rs.

The relationship between the starting frequency of type II bursts in Solar Cycle 24 with
the corresponding CME shock height can be obtained using the procedure in Gopalswamy
et al. (2013).

2.1. Multispacecraft measurements of the CME speed and height

The spatial and temporal characteristics of the CMEs associated with type II bursts have
been analyzed previously using STEREO data (Gopalswamy et al., 2009a). The events hav-
ing a clear CME images available in the coronagraph or EUV near the type II onset are
considered for shock analysis. When the eruption is near the limb, the CME leading edge
was measured in coronagraph/EUV images nearest to the type II burst onset and the height
obtained was considered as the shock height as described in Gopalswamy et al. (2013). The
wave diameter method was used for CMEs that erupted on the solar disk. By fitting a circle
to the outer edge of the disturbance near the time of the type II onset, the shock height was
considered as the radius of the circle (Gopalswamy et al., 2013). The CME speeds were
obtained by a linear fitting of STEREO/COR1 or SOHO/LASCO height–time data.

3. Results and discussion

3.1. Statistical results

Type II, CME, and flare properties of each event in this study are compiled in Table 1.
The second column lists the date (yy:mm:dd format) and universal time (hh:mm:ss for-
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mat). The starting frequencies (fs) of the type II bursts are given in column 3. The type
II bursts drift rate (�f

�t
) in the metric range obtained from the dynamic spectra available

at https://cdaw.gsfc.nasa.gov/meetings/2017_mekelle/00_all_type2.html are given in col-
umn 4. The CME time (hh:mm:ss format) is given in column 5. Columns 6 and 7 list the
CME average speed within the LASCO (v1) and the STEREO/COR1 and EUVI (v2) FOVs,
respectively. They are obtained based on a linear fit to the height–time measurements in
the respective FOVs. SDO/AIA measurements were checked for confirmation. The aver-
age speeds of LASCO CMEs are listed in https://cdaw.gsfc.nasa.gov/CME_list/. Column 8
shows the shock speed (vDS ) derived from the dynamic spectra. We used Equation 1 to esti-
mate the shock speeds, using α = 7.63 derived in this study. Column 9 lists the CME speeds
(vII ) at the first appearance of type II. One can get information regarding CME acceleration
or deceleration after the shock by comparing the CME average speeds (v2) and CME shock
speeds (vII ) at type II onset. The CME widths are listed in column 10 and their shock heights
(r) at type II onset are given in column 11. Columns 12, 13 and 14 show the flare occurrence
time, heliographic coordinates and the GOES soft X-ray flare classes, respectively.

3.2. Type II burst properties and CME characteristics

Figure 2(a) shows the distribution of the starting frequencies of type II bursts with mean
and median values 110 and 94 MHz, respectively. Our results are similar to previous results
obtained in Gopalswamy et al. (2013) for a smaller sample. Figure 2(b) shows the distri-
bution of the drift rate, which has a mean of 0.24 MHz/s and a median of 0.22 MHz/s.
The CME heights range from 1.15 to 2.85 Rs (see column 11 of Table 1). Figure 2(c)
shows the distribution of CME heights for the 117 type IIs in which the shock could be
observed. The obtained mean and median values are 1.59 and 1.49 Rs, respectively. For
the 37 events with high starting frequencies, the CME heights range from 1.16 to 1.90 Rs
(the shock was observed for 37 bursts out of 40). Their mean and median shock heights are
1.44 and 1.34 Rs, respectively. The mean shock height is reduced to 1.59 Rs by considering
all analyzed events, and this is consistent with previous results. Figure 3 shows the scatter
plot between the starting frequencies and CME radial distances for different data sets. By
considering the higher-starting-frequency bursts presented in Figure 3(a), the relationship
between the starting frequency with the CME radial distances can be fit with a power law
of the form f (r) = 175.028r−4.501 + 137.297, this implies that the plasma density varies
as r−9.002, which is consistent with previous studies (Newkirk, 1967; Saito, 1970; Leblanc,
Dulk, and Bougeret, 1998). For lower-starting-frequency bursts, the data could be fit with
f (r) = 127.047r−2.510 + 33.031 (Figure 3(b)). By comparing the two equations, we found
that the power-law index increases from higher to lower frequencies. By combining the two
data sets in Figure 3(c), the coronal density drops off steeply with the distance. Our result is
similar to the results obtained in Gopalswamy et al. (2013) and consistent with the power-
law index of ∼ 6 derived from eclipse observations (Allen, 1947; Newkirk, 1967). Exclud-
ing the highest starting frequency burst in Figure 3(d), the correlation coefficient increases
to 0.53 and the coronal-density power-law exponent increases also. The obtained correla-
tion coefficients are significant, but not good because the data considered corresponds to
different days over 6 years period, hence the coronal densities are expected to be different.
In this study, the high-starting-frequency events are associated with shocks closer to the sur-
face. This may indicate propagation of the shock through a high-density magnetic structure
(Pohjolainen, Pomoell, and Vainio, 2008; Cho et al., 2013). The shock heights of CMEs
associated with low-frequency events are generally large, which confirms the results of the
previous study by Gopalswamy et al. (2013).

https://cdaw.gsfc.nasa.gov/meetings/2017_mekelle/00_all_type2.html
https://cdaw.gsfc.nasa.gov/CME_list/
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Figure 2 (a) Starting frequencies of type II bursts. Here the starting frequencies of the fundamental mode
were considered for all analyzed events. The mean and median values are shown on the plot. (b) Type II
bursts drift rate. More events have low drift rate (≥0.2). The mean of the drift rate is 0.24 MHz/s. (c) CME
heights at the first appearance of type II bursts for all analyzed events. (d) Distribution of CME heights at the
time of type II burst for events having the starting frequency of the fundamental mode greater than or equal
to 150 MHz. The shock heights for high starting events are smaller and consistent with previous results.

Figure 4(a) shows a scatter plot between the drift rate (�f

�t
) and starting frequency (fs)

for the high-frequency type II bursts with an observed fundamental–harmonic (F–H) struc-
ture. The line in the scatter plot represents a power law of the form | �f

�t
| ∼ f 1.19. The

exponent ε = 1.19 is smaller than 1.89, as obtained by considering starting frequencies
down to 18 MHz (Vršnak et al., 2001). A similar analysis made by Aguilar-Rodriguez et al.
(2005) found ε of 1.44. Gopalswamy et al. (2009a) combined 10 bursts with the 58 reported
by Mann et al. (1996) and found ε of 1.27 with the starting frequencies ranging between
∼ 220 and 40 MHz. Figure 4(b) presents the frequency–drift rate relationship for the 88
low-starting frequency bursts, for which the value of ε increases to 1.49. For this case, the
frequencies range between 138 and 32 MHz. From the observations, the power-law index
increases from m to km frequency domains, which implies the decrease of plasma density
and speed. Combining the high- and low-starting-frequency type II bursts, we see that the
power-law index is higher than for high-starting-frequency events and ones lower than the
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Figure 3 (a) Scatter plot between CME heights and the high-starting-frequency type II burst with a pow-
er-law fit to the data. (b) Scatter plot between CME heights and type II starting frequency for low-starting-fre-
quency events. (c) Scatter plot between CME heights and the starting frequency of type II for all events (i.e.,
combined data of low- and high-starting-frequency type II bursts). The correlation coefficient (CC) is 0.51.
Excluding the highest starting frequency (d), the correlation coefficient becomes 0.53.

low-starting-frequency events (see Figure 4(c,d)). Combining the 10 metric type II bursts
from Gopalswamy et al. (2009a) with the 128 metric type II analyzed in this study, the
power-law index becomes 1.33, which is consistent with the considered frequency range of
420 and 32 MHz. Current analysis thus confirms the existence of some deviations from the
universal relationship between starting frequency of type II and drift rate. The deviation hap-
pens because the shock speed changes within the corona and in the interplanetary medium
following the CME speed evolution.

3.3. Characteristics of CME average and shock speeds

The estimated average and median speeds of the CMEs within the STEREO/COR1 and
EUVI FOV for all events are 705 and 645 km/s, respectively. The average and median speeds
derived from the dynamic spectra (602 and 525 km/s, respectively) are slightly smaller than
the corresponding CME speeds. From calculations, it was found that some type II bursts
originating near the solar disk center have low drift rates resulting in smaller speeds com-
pare to their corresponding speeds of the CME. Shock flank propagates with a slower speed
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Figure 4 (a) Scatter plot between the starting frequency f and the drift rate df/dt (absolute value) for the 40
high starting frequency metric type II burst, the scatter plot represent a power law of the form | df/dt |∼ f ε

with ε = 1.19. (b) A similar plot for the 88 events with lower starting frequency, the power-law index (ε)
increases to 1.49. The combined set of 128 type II bursts in Figure (c) gives ε = 1.33. (d) The superposition
of 10 data points reported in Gopalswamy et al. (2009a) with 128 data points analyzed in this study. ε remains
1.33.

than the CME leading edge, but the electron acceleration at the flanks might be more ef-
ficient because of the more perpendicular shock angle. For example, for the type II burst
that occurred on 2012 May 17, the estimated shock height was 1.58 Rs and its starting fre-
quency was 75 MHz, however, the drift was 0.26 MHz/s, which corresponds with a speed
of 999 km/s. Figure 5 depicts distributions of speeds v1, v2, vDS and vII . The average and
median CME speeds within the LASCO FOV (640 and 494 km/s, respectively) are close
to the average CME speeds found within the STEREO/COR1 and EUVI and average CME
speed derived using dynamic spectra. The speeds are larger than the general population of
CMEs (∼ 480 km/s in Gopalswamy, 2006b). The average and median shock speeds at type
II onset are higher (834 and 791 km/s, respectively) compared to the average speeds ob-
tained by linear fitting the height–time measurements in the STEREO and LASCO FOVs.
The high shock speed is consistent with the requirement that shocks are capable of acceler-



Properties of HF Type II Bursts and Their Relation. . . Page 15 of 18    27 

Figure 5 (a) Distribution of CME speeds within the LASCO FOV. The average and median CME speeds in
the LASCO FOV are 640 and 494 km/s, respectively. (b) Distribution of CME speeds within the STEREO
FOV, the average and median CME speeds are 705 and 645 km/s, thus higher than the speed in the LASCO
FOV and consistent with the shock formation observed in the STEREO FOV. (c) Distribution of CMEs speed
from the dynamic spectra, the observed average and median are 602 and 525 km/s. The average speed is
lower than the speeds in STEREO and LASCO and this may be due to a radio source towards the shock flank,
which propagates with a slower speed than the CME leading edge. (d) Distribution of CME speeds at type II
onset, the obtained shock speed is higher than the average speed within STEREO FOV, which confirms CME
acceleration after the appearance of shock.

ating particles. As shown in Figure 5, all the average speeds are greater than their median
speeds which implies that the major outliers are located in high end of the distribution.

Figure 6 is the scatter plot between the average CME speeds from STEREO data and the
speeds estimated from the dynamic spectra. The correlation coefficient is 0.76 for all events
and 0.77 by excluding the two outliers near v2 ∼ 1500 km/s. The obtained correlation is sig-
nificant. The average width of CMEs in the LASCO FOV is 172◦, which is greater than 46◦
obtained in Gopalswamy (2006b). Since the width is proportional to the mass, this shows
that analyzed CMEs associated with type IIs are wide and more energetic. The obtained
hierarchical relationship between CME kinetic energy and the wavelength range over which
the type II bursts occur is consistent with previous results in Gopalswamy (2006a), Gopal-
swamy et al. (2009a). Generally, many events are associated with M and C class flares. For



   27 Page 16 of 18 A.C. Umuhire et al.

Figure 6 Scatter plot between speeds from STEREO data (v2) and the radio dynamic spectra (vDS ). The
correlation coefficient (cc) is 0.76. When we exclude the two outliers near v2 ∼ 1500 km/s, cc = 0.77.

CMEs associated with high-frequency type II bursts, 33 out of 40 are associated with highly
energetic flares (M and X class flares), which is consistent with their speeds. Moreover, there
is a clear increase in speed between the inner and outer corona as measured in the STEREO
and LASCO FOVs, which shows that the CMEs accelerate at the appearance of the metric
type II burst. This has implications for the behavior of drift rate spectrum of type II bursts
(Gopalswamy et al., 2009a). For a few events, the shock speeds at the time of metric type II
bursts are smaller than the calculated average speeds within the STEREO/COR1 and EUVI
FOV, which shows that the CME reached the peak speed before the appearance of type II
bursts.

4. Summary

In this study, we used STEREO/COR1, EUVI and SDO/AIA images to identify CME shocks
close to the first appearance time of type II bursts and to minimize projection effects. We
determined CME heights using both the wave diameter and leading edge methods for 117 of
the 128 events for which the shock could be observed. The data period extends from 2010
until 2016, covering the period of SDO operation. Extrapolation was used for a few events
where the coronal images close to the onset time of the type II were not available.

We found the CME shock nose to be in the heliocentric distance range from 1.15 to 2.85
Rs, with mean and median values of 1.59 and 1.49 Rs, respectively. The obtained results
are consistent with recent findings by Gopalswamy et al. (2013), who analyzed 32 metric
type II bursts and found the shock heights in the range 1.20 to 1.93 Rs. In the case of the
high-starting-frequency bursts, the shock was formed very near the solar surface between
1.16 to 1.90 Rs, with the mean and median values of 1.44 and 1.34 Rs, respectively. This
implies that solar energetic particles are accelerated very close to the coronal base. Making
use of type II bursts at different wavelengths, it was found that the power law between the
starting frequency and CME heights are consistent with the rapid decline of density in the
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inner corona. The density drops from lower corona to the interplanetary medium, in other
words the density increases with the increase of the type II emission frequency as it was
reported in Gopalswamy et al. (2009a).

We investigated how the high-frequency type II bursts behave with respect to the power-
law nature of the drift rate spectrum of type II radio bursts. The power-law exponent is
the smallest at the highest frequencies, consistent with the trend in the deviation from the
universal drift rate spectrum. Closer to the solar surface, where type II emission frequency
is high, the CME speed increases due to fast acceleration and starts to decrease in the IP
medium, which shows the relationship between these deviations from the universal drift rate
spectrum of type II bursts and CME speeds. The high-starting-frequency type II bursts have
high drift rates and are associated with fast CMEs, which is consistent with the CME driving
shock regardless of the spectral domain of type II bursts.
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